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Overview

• Introduction

•Why is the resource needed?

•Who is the resource for?

•Methodology

•Review of selected guide pages

•Closing Remarks



Library Guide on 
Intellectual and 
Developmental 

Disabilities
https://guides.library.duq.edu/idd 

https://guides.library.duq.edu/idd


Why is this 
resource 
needed?

• 1 in 6 children are diagnosed with IDD, or 17%1

• This is a sizable portion of our communities!

• Professionals in any field will meet individuals 
with IDD
• Health sciences

• Social sciences

• Education

• And many more!

• In order to work with and serve IDD 
populations, we need to know more

• What is IDD?

• How does IDD impact a person's life?

• Once we have a basic understanding of IDD, 
we can direct users to research resources



Who is this 
resource for?

• Students

• Staff

• Faculty

•Professionals interested 
in/working with IDD

•Budding or aspiring professionals

•Members of the general public
• Self-advocates
• Advocates



Methodology

• Standard guide elements
• E.g. books, databases, getting help, related 

guides

• Compiled resources I was aware of from my own 
professional experience as well as others I found 
through research
• Resources and organizations, most notably

• Sought and incorporated feedback from selected 
faculty in:
• Occupational Therapy
• School Psychology
• Nursing
• Office of Civic Engagement
• Library



• Definitions from several 
reputable organizations

• Advocacy

• Education

• Health Sciences

• The goal is to show that 
several disciplines engage 
with individuals with IDD

• But the definitions 
don't always align well!

• Quiz helps readers identify 
inconsistencies



• Interactive, clickable diagram 
of 6 areas of life

• Clicking on the orange 
buttons pops out a text 
window

• Context-dependent 
examples of IDD needs

• IDD impacts many areas of 
life, sometimes in 
unexpected ways

https://guides.library.duq.edu/idd/facets

https://guides.library.duq.edu/idd/facets


• Emphasizes key diagnoses 
associated with IDD

• IDD is an abstract concept, 
but individuals impacted are 
not a monolith

• Concrete examples to clarify 
how IDD can manifest



• Miscellaneous resources on...

• Historical context

• Legislation

• Advocacy

• Firsthand accounts

• Organizations affiliated with 
advocacy and research

• Nationally

• Statewide

• At the county level



• Orienting users to library resources to help direct 
research on IDD



Closing Remarks

Showing the various contexts that IDD issues 
manifest in helps build a holistic 
understanding of IDD.

This can be facilitated with research 
strategies, orientation to library resources, 
and connection to advocacy resources.

A multifaceted understanding of IDD equips 
users to serve their communities in multiple 
contexts.



Questions?
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