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Charles A. Julian, PhD 

Library Director and Associate 
University Librarian 

Mary F. Shipper Library 

Potomac State College of West  
Virginia University 

 
The obligatory library tours or 
public open houses are often 
the only way that academic 
libraries become engaged in 
on-site campus promotion and 
marketing to prospective stu-
dents.  At open house events, 
it’s not uncommon to encoun-
ter static displays on tables 
with brochures, bookmarks, or 
give-away freebies. 
 
At Potomac State College of 
West Virginia University 
(PSC), the Shipper Library 
Team sought strategies to cre-
ate more interest and excite-
ment at PSC Open Houses.  
Dr. Charles A. Julian, Library 
Director noted, “We were 
searching for some way to 
generate a “buzz” for the Li-
brary at the Open Houses.  

Typically, the displays were 
not very inviting and certainly 
lacked the promotional quality 
that one would expect when 
marketing the College to pro-
spective students and their 
parents.   Our ultimate solu-
tion was to employ some of 
the interactive, interesting 
technologies that we had in 
our toolbox.” 
 
Initially, we decided to feature 
a 3-D printer and set it up to 
print the Catamount head 
(PSC college mascot).  Visi-
tors were able to watch the 
head print while Library team 
members explained the pro-
cess.  Those attending the 
open house were invited to 
register their name and email 
in a drawing for one of the 
Catamount 3D printed heads.  
The contest entries enabled 
the Library to send a personal-
ized email to attendees thank-
ing them for visiting the cam-
pus. 
 
The immediate reaction to this 

new Library ven-
ture was positive.  
Enrollment Ser-
vices Recruitment 
Coordinator 
Christine Hess 
wrote to the PSC 
campus, “During 
our fall Open 
House, the Mary 
F. Shipper Library  

 
brought their 3D printing ma-
chine to the Academic/Student 
Services Fair to highlight 
some of the technology/
resources that they have for 
our students.  The display was 
an absolute success, the stu-
dents and parents were en-
gaged and seemed to enjoy the 
interaction.  I would like to 
eventually get the fair to a 
point where students have the 
opportunity to interact and see 
what our campus has to offer 
at each of our tables.” 
 
At subsequent open houses, 

the Library Team has demon-
strated green screen technolo-
gy (where visitors have their 
body superimposed on a se-
lected background --- much 
like the television weather 
newscast), 3D goggles, and 
images from 360 degree high 
definition Fly cameras. 
(continues on page 3) 
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3D Catamount printed head                             

Prospective student – Imaged superimposed over 

PSC campus green screen view  
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Veni, vidi, didici: I came, I saw, I learned 
The Professional Development Committee offers a new way to connect. 

Let’s get the bad news out 
first: you on your lonesome 
can’t know everything and 
stay on top of everything go-
ing on in the world of academ-
ic librarianship. But now 
there’s an alternative to crying 
under your desk with a bottle 
of bourbon!  The Professional 

Development Committee is 
happy to announce the New 
Networking Map.  
 
Living on the WPWVC’s 
website, by way of Google 
Maps, the Networking Map 
was created with the hope of 
helping area librarians connect 

 

with one another outside of 
formal meetings.  

 

As of this writing, there are 16 
librarians from all across 
Western PA and West Virginia 
with experience and interest in 
everything from outcomes-
based assessment, to institu-
tional repositories, to manage-
ment.  
 
You can search to explore area 
librarians with similar inter-
ests/roles or add yourself and 
be found by others. Some 
things you may get out of this 
map include: 
 

 Informal mentorship 
 Collaborative research 

projects 
 Idea swapping 
 Friendship (the only ship  

that never sinks) 
 Cry under someone else’s 

desk for a change!  
 

Please visit wpwvcacrl.org/
networking-map.html for more 
information or email prof-
dev.wpwv.chapter@gmail.com 
with your questions and suc-
cess stories! 

3D Catamount printed head                               

We’ve also been able to part-
ner with other campus faculty 
to showcase the Library’s ac-
tive role in instructional excel-
lence.  One of our faculty 
Journalism partners, Amber 
Butcher, observed, “Parents 

and prospective students were 
interested in the virtual reality 
viewer.  It was fun to have…
in addition to making PSC and 
the Library look modern, it 
showcased the 360 Fly for 
journalism.” 

These efforts have enabled the 
Library Team to tangibly 
demonstrate their active sup-
port for the campus’ efforts to 
recruit new students. 

http://www.wpwvcacrl.org/networking-map.html
http://www.wpwvcacrl.org/networking-map.html
mailto:profdev.wpwv.chapter@gmail.com
mailto:profdev.wpwv.chapter@gmail.com


Jingping Zhang, University Librar-
ian/Director of Libraries Operations 

Larry Sheret, Instruction &  
Emerging Technologies Librarian 

 
The Marshall University li-
brary has been experiencing a 
fruitful collaboration with vari-
ous departments and programs 
on campus involving the publi-
cation of peer-reviewed jour-
nals. The journals are hosted 
on Marshall’s open access in-
stitutional repository (OAIR), 
Marshall Digital Scholar (MDS). 
Euscorpius, the Marshall Jour-
nal of Medicine and Sermon 
Studies are currently publish-
ing peer-reviewed research ar-
ticles. Two other peer-
reviewed journals are in the 
planning stage to begin publi-
cation this year. One of these, 
the Journal of Applied Digital 
Evidence (JADE) is a collabo-
ration with the forensics sci-
ences programs at Marshall U., 
Eastern Kentucky U., and Pur-
due.  
 

Marshall Digital Scholar be-
came operational in January, 
2012, and hit the 1,000,000th 
download mark in February of 
this year. The three journals 
that are currently in operation 
account for over 21,700 
downloads. 
 
As the library identifies pro-
grams that might be good can-
didates to publish a journal, 
the program chairs are con-
tacted and a short presentation 

is given to market the publish-
ing capacity of the IR. Euscor-
pius had already established 
itself as the principal journal 
for the study of scorpions. 
Publication of the journal was 
transferred to Marshall Digital 
Scholar, which has allowed 
the journal to have access to a 
rich set of download data. 
 

After Euscorpius migrated to 
MDS, the library had a tangi-
ble product to demo. The 
School of Medicine embraced 
the idea of publishing its own 
journal in the spring of 2015 
and rolled out its first issue of 
Marshall Journal of Medicine 
(MJM) less than six months 
later. We created DOI’s for 
each article and citation. The 
journal has been indexed by 
BrowZine, a journal browsing 
app used by over 450 leading 
institutions including the top 
10 medical schools in the 
United States. We are current-
ly working to have MJM in-
dexed by the major indexing 
services.  
 

The editorial board of Sermon 
Studies includes faculty from 
the U.S., Canada, Spain, Ire-
land and the U.K. This journal 
uses a rolling publication mod-
el where articles become visi-
ble to the public immediately 
upon the completion of peer-
review. It published its first 

article in January of this year. 
 
A second article has almost 
completed the peer-review 
process. Volume 1, Issue 1 
remains open until June 30th 
at which time the issue will be 
closed and Issue 2 will be 
opened. Marshall’s Center for 
Sermon Studies is hosting the 
Conference on Sermon Stud-
ies: Sermon: Text and Perfor-
mance this fall using the same 
Digital Commons platform 
that the journal is published 
on.  
 

In the traditional subscription-
based business model, univer-
sity academic faculty are both 
the producers and consumers 
of their scholarly work. The 
open access publication model 
changes this paradigm as the 
library provides the platform 
and technical support that puts 
journal publication on the ra-
dar of our programs at Mar-
shall. This puts Marshall Uni-
versity on the global map in 
terms of scholarly research 
and brings enormous value to 
the university on many levels. 
Faculty learn how scholarly 
publication works through di-
rect involvement with it, the 
university has another venue 
for scholarly communication, 
and the library becomes the 
nexus for this to happen.  

Marshall University Libraries Enhance Scholarly Publication 
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Elaina Vitale, NNLM MAR 
Academic Coordinator / 
ejv@pitt.edu 

 
Did you know that your li-
brary can partner with the Na-
tional Network of Libraries of 
Medicine to receive and dis-
tribute high-quality health in-
formation to your students, 
faculty and university com-
munities? We have so many 
resources for academic librari-
ans—even for those who are 
not medical librarians! 
 

We offer ongoing trainings (in
-person and online) on a var-
ied suite of health resources. 
Brush up on PubMed this 
summer, or dive into multicul-
tural health information. Take 
a look at our robust schedule 
of classes here. Don’t see the 
kind of class you are interest-
ed in taking or hosting for 
your library? Let us know 
what kind of health program-
ming you’re interested in! We 
can travel to your library or 
host a webinar. Our classes 
are eligible for MLA continu-
ing education credits and are 
excellent ways to provide pro-
fessional development for 
your staff.  

We offer funding for academ-
ic librarians! Collaborate with 
your local health department 
or local public library in creat-
ing a health outreach project 
for your community, or host a 
special health event at your 
library! We welcome applica-
tions for our Health Infor-
mation Awareness Awards—
our past applicants have done 
so much impressive work in 
their communities with these 
$5000 awards. 
 

Looking for printed materials 
for your own classes, refer-
ence desks or reading rooms? 
You can order free education-
al print materials from us—
check out our list here. You  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

can also subscribe to NIH 
MedlinePlus Magazine to re-
ceive a free, quarterly maga-
zine full of health facts.   
 
We are happy to exhibit at 
health events or health fairs in 
your communities. We can 
also support you exhibiting at 
local conferences or events. 
It’s an incredible and fun way 
to be involved in your com-
munity, and spread the word 
about health resources at the 
same time.  
 
You can have a hand in the 
health of your library, your 
campus and your community. 
We’re here to help!  

West Virginia Library Association Gains Library Instruction Round Table 

http://www.wpwvcacrl.org/ 
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